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MIDWEST BEAVER NEWS

DECEMBER 2025

A roundup of recent regional, national, and
international beaver news curated for you!



https://www.worldwildlife.org/resources/explainers/beavers-the-ultimate-ecosystem-engineers/
https://today.uconn.edu/2025/10/beavers-impact-ecosystems-above-and-below-ground/
https://www.stirlingnews.co.uk/news/25627536.stirling-study-finds-beaver-wetlands-boost-pollinators/
https://www.kptv.com/2025/09/11/beavers-helping-restore-native-habitat-portland-metro-area/
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Beaver Restoration

Free Virtual Program on Restoration of Prairie Streams: The
December 18 Riverscape Restoration Network quarterly
meeting will feature a program about the Restoration of Prairie
Streams. Niall Clancy, Salish Kootenai College in western
Montana and Jonathan Proctor and Aaron Clausen with World
Wildlife Fund will talk about their work to restore prairie steam
systems, including LTPBR methods, grazing BMPs, and
riparian plantings. They will discuss the challenges of working
in stream corridors that often lack the natural structural
riverscape diversity provided by wood (riparian trees and
shrubs) and beaver that have long been absent, and share
lessons learned. The meeting will take place between 2 and
3:30 p.m. MST and can be accessed through this Zoom link.

Beavers Are Building Ecosystems in Lake Powell’s Newly
Uncovered Canyons: As drought continues to dry up the
Colorado River, Lake Powell has shrunk to record lows,
revealing a sprawling web of canyons that haven’t seen the light



https://lithub.com/how-mutualism-between-humans-and-beavers-can-boost-our-ecosystems-and-our-happiness/
https://americanrivers-org.zoom.us/j/82834787467?pwd=5dTK2e7kBps8f9k1sWjasmR1X35m4X.1&from=addon
https://www.kunc.org/news/2025-10-24/as-lake-powell-recedes-beavers-are-building-back
https://www.kunc.org/news/2025-10-24/as-lake-powell-recedes-beavers-are-building-back

of day since the Lake Powell reservoir was formed in 1963. Our
favorite keystone species is taking the opportunity to move in
and create habitat for other species.

BDAs on the Rio Grande River: The Rio Grande flows nearly
1,900 miles from southern Colorado through New Mexico and
along the Texas-Mexico border, providing freshwater for 16
million people and countless species of wildlife. Due to
prolonged drought, rising temperatures, and extensive
agricultural irrigation, the river’s water levels often reach
critically low levels. Rio Grande Return, in partnership with
landowners, tribes, and conservation organizations, are
restoring the Rio Grande and its tributaries using low-tech,
process-based river restoration.

Conservation Group Welcomes Beavers to Its Floodplain
Restoration Site in South Carolina: At Conserving Carolina’s
Pleasant Grove floodplain restoration site, beavers have started
to colonize the BDAs installed by the group. As Natural
Resources Director David Lee summarized, “The beavers are
continuing what we started out there.... They are improving
floodplain connectivity along Little Willow Creek, providing
water storage, and supporting diverse aquatic habitat.” This
project helped store 1.25 billion gallons of water during
Hurricane Helene last year and acted as a sponge to help
mitigate flooding to the surrounding area.

BDAs in the Adirondacks: The Boquet River Association
(BRASS) pulled permits and constructed BDAs, meant to slow
waters, reduce erosion and reconnect the stream to its
floodplain, at a restoration site Westport, NY.


https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/blog/conservationists-draw-inspiration-from-beavers-to-save-the-rio-grande/
https://conservingcarolina.org/natures-engineers-beavers-enhance-our-pleasant-grove-restoration-site
https://conservingcarolina.org/natures-engineers-beavers-enhance-our-pleasant-grove-restoration-site
https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/environment/copying-beavers-to-restore-a-river/
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Patrick Hurley, a Vermonl-based restoration consultant, explains how to make beaver dam analogues in a small stream,

Photo by Eric Teed

" Beaver Dam in South Carolina



https://leaderadvertiser.com/news/2025/oct/23/proposed-beaver-transplant-program-could-restore-waterways/
https://www.usu.edu/today/story/usus-beaver-ecology-and-relocation-collaborative-works-to-save-beavers-from-lethal-trapping
https://www.hjnews.com/news/community/building-a-dam-good-future-zootah-berc-partner-to-create-beaver-rehabilitation-enclosure/article_a65677b5-4c6c-4ab2-bfab-06916328efd2.html
https://www.colorado.edu/asmagazine/2025/10/31/students-learning-dam-good-lessons-natures-busy-builders
https://www.colorado.edu/asmagazine/2025/10/31/students-learning-dam-good-lessons-natures-busy-builders

At the beginning of the 20th century, the Morth American beaver was on the verge of
exdinction because of 18th-century fashions that required the wnder fur of beaver pelts.
{Photo: Amanda Opp)

The Global Scene

Beavers to become a protected species in Wales.

A beaver observatory will be built at Cors Dyfi Nature
Reserve at Derwenlas, near Machynlleth, following an
application by Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust.
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust in Derbyshire, England,
celebrates the success of its beaver reintroduction program.
Beavers have been released in Glen Affric, Scotland.

A documentary about the return of bison and beavers to
Romania’s Fagaras Mountains explores how both species
play a vital role in regenerating forests, maintaining
biodiversity, and creating new habitats for other wildlife.


https://news.mongabay.com/short-article/california-learns-from-its-beaver-reintroductions/
https://news.mongabay.com/short-article/california-learns-from-its-beaver-reintroductions/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cj3ygm63668o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c751451xrdko
https://www.marketingderby.co.uk/news/trust-reflects-on-beaver-introduction-success/
https://www.countryside-jobs.com/article/beavers-released-in-glen-affric-400-years-after-extinction-in-scotland
https://www.romania-insider.com/nature-architects-documetary-cinemas-oct-2025
https://www.romania-insider.com/nature-architects-documetary-cinemas-oct-2025
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Bo the Ring Beaver



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WS4VS63zUL4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WS4VS63zUL4

Canadian White Beaver

Illinois Beaver Alliance Unsubscribe
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https://www.illinoisbeaveralliance.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsZY4cELPK8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsZY4cELPK8
https://www.facebook.com/illinoisbeaveralliance
https://www.facebook.com/illinoisbeaveralliance
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGZO1bjTG3lWMDtfG5RAqTA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGZO1bjTG3lWMDtfG5RAqTA
https://www.instagram.com/illinois.beaver.alliance/
https://www.instagram.com/illinois.beaver.alliance/

