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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 2nd Annual Midwest Beaver Summit Taking Place August 28

Glenview, IL—The second annual, virtual Midwest Beaver Summit will be held on Wednesday,
August 28, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. CT. This year’s free program will feature an eclectic mix of
presentations about beaver ecosystem services, science, storytelling, policy, watershed
planning, nonlethal human-beaver conflict resolution, and coexistence strategies, all designed
for a Midwest audience.

The Summit will kick off with “Beaver Wetlands, Flooding, and Drought,” presented by Dr. Emily
Fairfax, Assistant Professor, University of Minnesota, Department of Geography, Environment,
and Society. Her current research focuses on the ecohydrology of riparian areas, particularly
those that have been impacted by beaver damming. Dr. Fairfax is frequently interviewed in the
media, including the BBC, PBS and the San Francisco Chronicle, about her ground-breaking
work on how beavers and their wetland habitats help control wildfires. To register and see a full
list of presentations, visit Eventbrite.

The Midwest Beaver Summit is just one example of the shift in perspectives about beavers that
has been taking place across the country for the past few years. With trailblazing films and
books such as filmmaker Sarah Koenigsberg’s movie The Beaver Believers, Ben Goldfarb’s
book Eager, and Leila Philip’s book Beaverland, which appeared on the New York Times
paperback bestseller list earlier this year, the public and the conservation community are
starting to take notice of the ecological value of this keystone species. Last year’'s Summit
attracted 800+ registrants.

Following the Midwest Beaver Summit, BeaverCON 2024 will take place October 20 to 23 in
Boulder, Colorado, with an expected 400 attendees and 70+ presenters. Meanwhile, the State
of Oregon recently reclassified beavers as furbearers rather than predators, which will give them
more protection, while the California Department of Fish and Wildlife has started to translocate
beavers for ecosystem restoration purposes. California has also announced the availability of up
to $2 million in grant funding for non-lethal beaver damage management in support of
ecosystem restoration and protection under its Nature-Based Solutions Initiative.

lllinois Beaver Alliance Advisory Board Member Hannah Malicky reports that interest in the
Summit is very high. “With two weeks to go until the Summit, more than 725 individuals have
already registered, the vast majority of whom work at or are affiliated with environmental
nonprofits; land trusts; federal, state, local, and Indigenous Tribal natural resource management
agencies; or watershed groups. We’'re attracting exactly the ‘right’ audience. I’'m very hopeful
that the Summit will help shift the way people think about beavers from ‘nuisances’ to valued
ecosystem engineers.”
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The 2024 Midwest Beaver Summit is presented by the lllinois Beaver Alliance, LC Nature Park,
and the Superior Bio-Conservancy. Organizations from throughout the Midwest states have
signed on as sponsors and co-hosts. Gold sponsors include Land Trust Alliance (national) and
Midwest Beaver Management (IL). Silver sponsors include Beaver Institute (national), Friends of
the North Pikes Creek Wetlands (WI), Michigan Lakes and Streams Association (Ml), and the
Society for Ecological Restoration - Midwest Great Lakes (regional). Co-hosts include
Anthropocene Alliance (national), Bio x Design Ecological Restoration (OK), Bur Oak Land Trust
(IA), The Conservation Foundation (IL), Driftless Area Land Conservancy (WI), Friends of the
Chicago River (IL), Friends of the Fox River (IL), Huron River Watershed Council (Ml), lllinois
Audubon Society (IL), lllinois Environmental Council (IL), Inter-Fluve (national), lowa Natural
Heritage Foundation (IA), Land Conservancy of McHenry County (IL), Little River Wetlands
Project (IN), Lincoln Park Zoo Urban Wildlife Institute (IL), Milwaukee Riverkeeper (W1),
Monarchs, Milkweed, and More (IL), Mycelium Regenerative Co-design (IL), Native Range
Ecological (WI), Northfield Beaver Brigade (MN), Prairie State Conservation Coalition (IL), Save
the Dunes (IN), Sierra Club National Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) Team (national), Sierra Club
Wisconsin (WI), Sycamore Land Trust (IN), Together for Nature/juntos para la Naturaliza (IL),
The Wilds (OH), and Wonderland Community Project (IL).
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