Hi Alexa! | hope you are doing well! As | mentioned last week, the lllinois Beaver Alliance and
the Superior Bio-Conservancy are putting together our second annual virtual Midwest Beaver
Summit! We are in the process of designing a dynamic day of programming on Wednesday,
August 28, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. CST.

Last year we had 800+ registrants from throughout the Midwest and from around the country,
many of whom work for or are affiliated with environmental nonprofits; federal and state natural
resource management agencies; watershed alliances; agricultural and agroforestry
stakeholders; environmental restoration business; academia; and land trusts.

We were wondering if you might be able to present on the subject of “Navigating Conflicts
Between Beaver and People and People and People.” We envision a presentation that’s
focused on how to engage different types of stakeholders and advocate effectively for
coexistence. We are thinking that the presentation should be 25 minutes long plus a 10 minute
Q&A.

I know you have a lot of experience convincing people to give coexistence and beaver
restoration a chance, and | think you’d really be an asset to the Summit. We already see an
impact from the 2023 Summit and think that this topic would help us create a robust beaver
advocacy community in the Midwest. You can find out more about last year’'s summit and watch
the presentations here: https://www.illinoisbeaveralliance.org/midwest-beaver-summit-2023

Aside from the the Navigating Conflicts presentation, here is the tentative program:

Beaver Wetlands, Flooding, and Drought, Dr. Emily Fairfax (confirmed)
Who Speaks for Beaver? Indigenous Ecological Knowledge and Folklore, Brian “Fox”
Ellis, Storyteller and Director of Outreach, Illinois Audubon Society (confirmed)

e Beaver Dam Impacts on Water Quality, Biodiversity, and Trout Populations in Wisconsin
Streams, Cortney Dean, PSM Conservation Biology Graduate Student, University of
Wisconsin - Stout (confirmed)

e Revised Environmental Assessment of Wisconsin’s Beaver Management Plan

Best,

Rachel Schick Siegel
President, lllinois Beaver Alliance



